
 

 

 
 

PROVINCIAL DENTAL BOARD OF NOVA SCOTIA 
DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY – “Class of 2015 DDS Gentleman’s Club” 

 
 

The Provincial Dental Board has deep concern related to the social media postings on the Facebook 

group “Class of 2015 DDS Gentleman’s Club” at Dalhousie University. There is no place in dentistry for 

this type of behaviour. 

  

We need to allow Dalhousie to investigate this matter fully and to allow it to take fair, lawful, and 

transparent action against those responsible. We fully expect that the restorative justice process and 

the Academic Standards Class Committee will deal with the individual students involved, and that the 

external review headed by Professor Constance Backhouse will provide appropriate recommendations 

to the university to address any systemic issues that may be found in its investigation.  

 

The Board does not have regulatory jurisdiction over dental students and therefore has no role in the 

processes at Dalhousie University. In order to practice dentistry in Nova Scotia a dentist must have his or 

her competencies and credentials assessed by the Provincial Dental Board.  The Board’s primary legal, 

moral and ethical obligation is to protect the public interest when reviewing any application to practice 

dentistry in Nova Scotia. The final outcome of the proceedings at Dalhousie will be seriously considered 

should any of these individuals apply for licensure.  A requirement for licensure is that the person is of 

good moral character and is a fit and proper person to be licensed as a dentist.  

  

In response to this situation, the Board will ask all applicants, including any applicant from Dalhousie, to 

disclose any disciplinary proceedings or complaints made against them during their University 

education.   The circumstances and results of any such proceedings would be a serious consideration as 

part of the licensure process.  Failure to disclose these types of proceedings when applying could result 

in subsequent disqualification from practice. 

  

We want to assure the public that the Board will follow and enforce its legislative mandate including 

ensuring that any individual applying is a fit and proper person to be licensed as a dentist. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Dr. Thomas Raddall III     Dr. Martin Gillis 

Chair       Registrar 
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